Single schoolteacher GLADYS PROUD (40) finds herself suddenly pregnant after one night of feverish dreams of a visiting demon.  To her dismay, and despite her attempts to abort the child, she’s born a son: PEYTON.

Shortly after home-schooled Peyton reaches puberty, she catches him masturbating and in a fit of religious rage she blinds the boy by pouring boiling water on his eyes and renders him sexless by dousing his genitals with the same. 

Later that night, although she has locked the boy in a closet, she is mercilessly butchered -- a crime that the sleepy town of Nitro, West Virginia will never forget.

Twenty years later, the Proud house is local lore -- a haunted house. A few hours away, at Starvington Heights Sanitarium for the criminally insane, ANDREA SINCLAIR (35) tries to break through to Peyton. She sees in his human husk empty dark evil. He breaks his twenty year silence with the single word: “Tonight”.  Peyton is true to his word and does manage to escape and head back to the town where his mother scarred him years ago.

Back at Nitro H.S., the kids of the class of 2009 prepare the gym for the class of 2008. The Class President, PATIENCE GOODFELLOW (17) recruits her classmates to make a frantic dash to finish the decorating.

As Peyton comes home, Dr. Sinclair picks up his trail and makes her way back to the town of Nitro where she joins forces with SHERIFF JAMES (63) and explains the predicament.

ROGER GOODEFELLOW (12), Patience’s brother, catches fleeting glimpses of Peyton as he moves about his mother’s old house and, upon returning home from school, finds that Peyton has been waits for him. Peyton corners the boy but doesn’t harm him as he watches him cower the way he used to cower when he was younger.

Roger rushes to the school to warn Patience, who is about to be locked in with her five of her friends and their Teacher. As the security guards leave, they lock Roger and Peyton in with the kids.

Peyton begins to pick the kids off one by one as Roger barely escapes Peyton’s methodical and relentless rampage. 

As Peyton stalks the school, Sinclair and Sheriff James begin to piece together the puzzle of why Peyton returned and where he might be headed.

Dr. Sinclair arrives at the school and finds Roger. Together, as the body count mounts, they search for Patience and her friends.

They catch up to Patience in the gym, her friends all dead, her deadly game of cat and mouse about to end  as Peyton looms over her and prom balloons fall from the ceiling.

Sinclair draws her weapon and fires just as Sheriff James enters. Peyton falls into the balloons and literally disappears -- even though he was shot several times.

As the cops search for him, he walks away from the school and into the nearby woods -- evil incarnate.

